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FDA Reports on Its Study 
of Radioactivity in Foods 


The Food and Drug Administra- 
tion has reported that the great ma- 
jority of food products packed since 
1945 do not carry significant burdens 
of radioactivity. Notable exceptions 
are certain sea foods, dairy products, 
and tea. 

With 1945 as a baseline for measur- 
ing the possible addition of man-made 
radioactive content to foods, the 
FDA found no significant increase in 
radioactivity in post-1945 samples of 
vegetables, fruits, meat products, 
sugar and jams, cocoa and cocoa 
beans, wheat, and bread. 


In December of 1956 the FDA re- 
quested canners and others having 
foods packed prior to 1950 to furnish 
samples for use in the study. Results 
were reported by Dr. Edwin P. Laug 
and Wendell C. Wallace October 15 
at the 72d annual convention of the 
Association of Official Agricultural 
Chemists. 


Their report said that foods pro- 
duced before and after 1945, the 
year the first experimental and mili- 
tary nuclear devices were exploded, 
were examined for total radioactivity 
content adjusted for the presence of 
potassium 40, a widely distributed 
naturally occurring radioactive iso- 
tope. It is possible, it was said, that 
other naturally occurring radioactive 
substances may contribute to the total. 
“This contribution is extremely small, 
and while it may vary from food to 
food there is no reason to expect it to 
vary with time.” 


The FDA said that any radioactive 
contamination found in post-1945 food 
products “is presently contributed 
mainly by fallout from weapons test- 
ing, but it can be expected also to 
reflect the presence of nuclear power 
plants and other applications.” 


With respect to tea, the report 
stated, in part, that it could be pos- 
sible that many of the tea samples 
examined contained Strontium 90 in 
excess of the present tolerance of 80 
micro micro curies per kg., but that 
analyses of strong tea brews revealed 
that only about 17 percent of the 
radioactivity was extracted. “It can 
be concluded, therefore, that the bev- 


erage as commonly consumed would 
not contain over-tolerance amounts 
of Sr 90.” 


Following are excerpts from other 
portions of the FDA report: 


Vegetables— Analyses of the fol- 
lowing number of samples of different 
vegetables, about f of each of 
which were produced before 1945, re- 
vealed that the post- 45 — 
showed no signifleant inerease in total 
radioactivity: potatoes 29, corn 90, 


— 182, peas 92, beets and turni 
carrots 30, spinach 27, and — 


Fruito—Analyees of the following 
number of samples of different fruits, 
about half of each of which were 

post- 45 samples showed no 
pears „ es es 
apricots 28, plums 61, tomatoes 
tomato products 134, berries 73, fruit 
* „ and miscellaneous 57. 
Sea food—s 1 samples of miscella- 
sh varieties and 32 samples 
of oy sters and clams, half of each 
of ich were canned after 1945, ex- 
hibited a trend toward higher radio- 
activity. However, indiv shell - 
fish values showed a significant rate 
plotted years 


such as shrimp, r and crabs 
showed no trend whatsoever. 


FCC Rules on Two-Way Radio 


A special newsletter reviewing FCC 
rules and regulations concerning re- 
quired changes in frequencies and 
equipment of Special Industrial Radio 
Service licensees was sent this week 
to all N.C.A. members known to hold 
licenses in this radio service. The re- 
port covers in some detail changes 
in frequencies which will be required 
of SIRS licensees in the 49.0 through 
50.0 megacycle band. Details on new 
rules and requirements for “narrow- 
band” transmission which will be re- 
quired of all SIRS licensees in the 
near future also are discussed. 

Canners on the N. C. A. mailing list 
to receive this type of information 
and who are interested in receiving 
reports concerning Special Industrial 
Radio Service matters are asked to 
submit requests to the N.C.A. Raw 
Products Research Bureau. 


FTC Launches | 
of the Food Industry 


The Federal Trade Commission an- 
nounced October 13 that it will con- 
duct an investigation and study of 
the food industry, with emphasis di- 
rected toward integration and con- 
centration of economic power at the 
retail level. 


Following are the texts of the FTC 
announcement and the resolution 
adopted by the Commission: 


FTC LAUNCHES INVESTIGATION OF 
Foop INDUSTRY 


The Federal Trade Commission has 
adopted a resolution directing an in- 
vestigation and study of the food in- 
dustry. 

In taking the action, the Commis- 
sion pointed out that many complaints 
have been received cr | the 
development in recent years con- 
centration of power, collusive price 
action and unfair competitive meth- 
ods in the industry. 


The resolution also notes that a 
goodly number of all FTC antimo- 
nopoly investigations is of alleged 
law violations by industry members. 


The investigation is directed toward 
the integration and concentration of 
economic power at the retail level of 
distribution in the industry. How- 
ever, the Commission emphasized, not 
only will the practices of retailers be 
considered, but also those of food 
wholesalers, manufacturers, distribu- 
tors and brokers, if relevant to the 
investigation. 


RESOLUTION 


Inquiry INTO THE COMPETITIVE METH- 
ODS AND PRACTICES USED IN 
MARKETING Foop 


Whereas, a substantial percen 
of all antimonopoly investigations 
the Federal Trade Commission is of 
all violations of law by parties 
in the food industry; and 

en the Commission has re- 
ceived many complaints that in the 
evolution food distribution in re- 
cent years there have developed ten- 
dencies to concentration of economic 
power, to collusive price action and to 
unfair competitive m ; and 

Whereas, there is broad public in- 
terest in Drees competitive free 
enterprise in the food industry and 
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2 methods of com- 
tion in t industry; and 


Whereas, it a rs to the Com- 
mission tor reasons stated 
herein, and for the pu 
in Section 6 of the 


ses set forth 

ederal Trade 
Commission Act, an investigation of 
the food industry by the Federal 
Trade Commission would be in the 
public interest; 


Now, therefore, be it resolved that 
the Commission in the exercise of the 
pours vested in it by Sections 6 and 

of the Federal Trade Commission 
Act, and with the aid of any and all 
powers conferred upon it by law and 
any and all compulsory processes 
available to it, do forthwith proceed 
to investigate and study the integra- 
tion and concentration of economic 

r at the retail level of distribu- 
m in the food industry, which in- 
tion and study shall include 
consideration not only of the 
zation, business, conduct, practices, 
and management of corporations en- 
in commerce and which 
ood products at the retail level of 
distribution but shall also include in- 
vestigation and study of corporations 
as wholesalers, manufac- 
turers, distributors, brokers, or other- 
wise concerned with the distribution 
of food products in commerce to the 
extent that a consideration of their 
organization, business, conduct, prac- 


tices, and man t is relevant and 
pertinent to the aforesaid investi- 
gation and study 


Members of the N.C.A. Research 
Laboratory staff have presented pa- 
at a number of technical meet- 

in recent weeks. 


J. W. Bell discussed the N.C.A. 
sanitation program before a group of 
Maryland State Sanitarians at a 
meeting early in August. 


Dr. Ira I. Somers presented a paper, 
“Canned Foods and the Future,” co- 
authored by C. A. Greenleaf, at the 
an. meeting of the American 
Chem Society in September. 

Dr. Somers also attended a meeting 
of an industry advisory committee 
which is assisting the Food Protection 
Committee of the National Academy 
of Sciences-National Research Coun- 
cil in revision of a publication on 
food additives. 

S. A. Ebbert discussed canning in- 
dustry waste treatment at meetings 
of the Pennsylvania Sewage and In- 
dustrial Wastes Association in Uni- 
versity Park, Pa., and the Maryland- 
Delaware Water 4 Sewage Associa- 
tion at the University of Delaware. 


— 


A paper by Frank C. Lamb of the 
Berkeley Laboratory, Moisture in 
Tomato Paste and to Concen- 
trates,” was presented at the annual 
meeting of the Association of Official 
Agricultural Chemists in Washington, 
D. C., this week. 

Dr. Somers and Mr. Bell discussed 
the N. C. A. research and sanitation 

1— at a meeting of the I. F. T. 
ton Harbor, Mich., October 17. 


Canners Elected to Offices in 
Agricultural Research Institute 


The Agricultural Research Institute, 
supporting organization for the Agri- 

tural Board of the National Acad- 
emy of Sciences-National Research 
Council, has elected Dr. C. H. Ma- 
honey, Director of the N. C. A. Raw 
Products Research Bureau, its vice 
president for 1959. 


The A. R. I. came into being in 1951. 
It was conceived by industrial scien- 
tists as a supporting organization for 
the Agricultural Board in promotion 
of the kinds of research and policies 
needed to insure the best long-time 
utilization of agricultural resources 
for the national welfare. Eleven can- 
ning companies as well as the N.C.A. 
are members of the A. R. I. 

At its annual meeting in Washing- 
ton, D. C., October 18-14, P. D. Caldis 
of California Packing Corporation, 
C. L. Rumberger of H. J. Heinz 
Company, and B. M. Shinn of Armour 
& Co., Inc., were elected members of 
the 27-man governing board. 

Mr. Rumberger was president of 
A.R.I. during 1958 and was succeeded 
by Dr, B. P, Johnson of the National 
Cotton Council of America. 

More than 150 delegates and alter- 
nates attended the two-day meeting. 
The program included panel discus- 
sions on “Problems Relating to Agri- 
culture in the Fertilizer Producing In- 
dustry,” “Public Relations in Agri- 
culture and Agricultural Research,” 
and “Mobilizing Research for Prog- 
ress in Soil and Water Conservation.” 


John 8. Souder 


John S. Souder, 76, formerly of the 
Greenfield Packing Company, Green- 
field, Ind., died there October 1. He 
had served as a member of the N.C.A. 
Board of Directors, 1923-25 and 1932- 
84; on the Definitions and Standards 
Committee, 1924-32; and was chair- 
man of the Tomato Section in 1927. 
He also was a past president of the 
Indiana Canners Association. 


Can foods are featured in the 
article Fast Food Idea of the Month 
— Pineapple Glazed Sweet Potatoes” 
in the September issue of Fast Food 
magazine. Katherine R. Smith, Di- 
rector of the N.C.A. Consumer Serv- 
ice Division, presented the September 
month's feature. 


The article began, ‘‘September, 
canned foods month, is a good time to 
recall the year-around advantage of 
using canned foods. This month's 
recipe—sweet potatoes glazed with 
pineapple or apple—is a time-saving 
dish typical of many using canned 
foods. 

“Little additional work is required 
by the operator when using canned 
feods. The cleaning and pre-prepara- 
tion of the foods has been done by the 
canner, making them especially labor 


“A broad variety of canned foods 
for all types of menu uses is available 
any time of the year. They store eas- 
ily, close at hand, taking a minimum 
amount of space. 

“Time-saving advantages of the 
glazed sweet potato recipe are simi- 
lar to those of many recipes using 
canned ingredients.” 

The black and white photograph 
illustrating the article was supplied 
by the N.C.A. and shows the sweet 
potato dish served with chopped steak 
and canned asparagus. Numerous 
additional plate combinations, favor- 
ites with the public, are suggested. 

Fast Food is an institutional food 
service magazine with a circulation of 
more than 50,000. Editorial features 
are directed to fast food services such 
as fountain, counter, and restaurant 


The American Home 


“Take A Can of Tuna Fish” is one 
of the food articles in The American 
Home magazine in November. 

The article begins, “Tuna fish need 
not be limited to the summer salad 
bowl. It adapts so well to so many 
hot-meal recipes, as well as being a 
wonderful appetizer. Hearty and de- 
licious, the tuna recipes that follow 
make ideal cold-weather fare.” The 
recipes given are ‘‘Hearty Tuna 
Chowder,” “Tuna Rockefeller,” and 
“Tuna Chop Suey.” 


Handsome color photographs show 
the dishes ready to serve. Each of 
the recipes is set up so that it may 
be easily clipped for filing. Black 
and white photographs are used on 
the back of the recipes. 
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1958 Yearbook of Agriculture 


The 1958 Yearbook of Agriculture, 
just published, is entitled Land. It 
deals with economic and social devel- 
opment on the land. 


The 67 chapters in the 605-page 
illustrated volume were written by 
983 authorities. Among the subjects 
covered are how we acquired our do- 
main; its importance in history; and 
land uses and problems in Alaska, 
Hawaii, Puerto Rico, and each section 
of the continental United States. 


Major attention is given also to 
economic aspects of land tenure— 
types of ownership, valuation, ap- 
praisals, credit, insurance, buying and 
selling property, taxes, effects of farm 
programs, individual rights to con- 
trol land, conservation, the real estate 
market, and income from farmland. 


In two special picture sections are 
shown the history of land use from 
the landing of the colonists to the 
present and the use of airphotos in 
determining the extent of changes in 
land use. 

The Yearbook of Agriculture is a 
Congressional document and is avail- 
able from U. S. Senators and Repre- 
sentatives, and also may be purchased 
from the Superintendent of Docu- 
ments, Government Printing Office, 
Washington 25, D. C., for $2.25 each. 


Showings of Farm Youth Films 


The two motion pictures made last 
year by N.C.A. for the Farm Youth 
project of its Consumer and Trade 
Relations Program have been shown 
332 times to a total audience of 5,- 
382,752 persons, as of October 1 
records. 


The films are “The Story of John 
Porter,” a 25-minute color film 
accenting the advantages to farm 
youth of careers in production of 
processing crops, and “Dear Eddie,” a 
black and white depiction of activities 
of members of the National Junior 
Vegetable Growers Association, in- 
cluding the annual Canning Crops 
Contest. 


From July through September there 
were 13 showings and 24 telecasts, to 
a total of 4,048,827 persons, including 
high school and college students, a 
G.I. farm training group, farm youth 
groups, and employees of the U. 8. 
Departments of Agriculture and 
Labor. 


Requests for prints of the two films 
should be addressed to Mrs. Jean Way 
Schoonover, Dudley-Anderson-Yutzy, 
551 Fifth Ave., New York 17, N. v. 


‘Three Film Seen 
by Nearly 10 Million Persons 


“The Three Squares,” canning in- 
dustry motion picture produced un- 
der the N.C.A. Consumer and Trade 
Relations Program, has been shown 
1,245 times to a total audience of 
9,813,501 as of October 1 reports. 
This includes 131 TV showings of the 
black and white version of the film. 

The film is a 18%-minute color 
movie, co-sponsored by N. C. A. and 
the USDA. Distribution has been 
made through the 73 nationwide film 
libraries of USDA, the N.C.A. Infor- 
mation Division, and the Earl Fultz 
service, an adjunct of Dudley-Ander- 
son-Yutzy. 

For the period January through 
June, 1958, USDA reported almost 
double the distribution as for the 
same period in 1957. USDA said it 
expects use of the film to increase as 
its availability becomes more widely 
known. Many of their showings in 
the first half of 1958 were reported 
by school systems. 


Employment Trends 


Labor market conditions continued 
to improve during the late summer 
in most of the nation’s leading pro- 
duction and employment centers, and 
unemployment edged downward in 
about four-fifths of the 149 major 
labor market areas regularly surveyed 
by the Bureau of Employment Secu- 
rity and its affiliated state employ- 
ment security offices. 


Although geographically wide- 
spread, the declines in unemployment 
were generally small in scale and did 
not significantly affect the over-all 
labor demand-supply situation in most 
areas, according to the BES mid- 
September summary. Despite the im- 
provement, employment totals re- 
mained below year-ago levels in all 
but a few of the 149 surveyed centers. 


Future manpower needs reported by 
major employers to local public em- 
ployment offices point to a continua- 
tion of the recent gradual uptrend in 
employment through mid-November. 
Job gains are expected in slightly 
over half of the 149 major areas cov- 
ered by the survey. 


Major employment areas for which 
the BES reported significant improve- 
ment in employment conditions from 
July to September were Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa; Washington, D. C.; Greens- 
boro-High Point, N. C.; Kenosha, 
Wis.; Peoria, III.; Paterson, Perth 
Amboy, and Trenton, N. J.; Reading, 


Forthcoming Meetings 


Annual Sowa Btate College: 


Can Association, Fall 
‘Me ng, LaSalle Hotel, Chicago 
Nov. 10-11--Wisconsin Canners Association, 


bath Annual Co Schroeder Hotel, 
Milwaukee 


Nov. — Canners An- 


Nov. 19-21—Indiana Canners Association, Fal! 

Meeting, Freneh Lick 

Nov, 20-21—National Agricultural Chemicals 
Association, Annual Meeting, Lord Baltimore 
Hotel, Baltimore 

Nov. 28-26— Pennsylvania Canners Association, 
12 Annual Convention, Yorktowne Hotel, 


Grand Grand Rapids 
Dee. 11 Association. 6 An- 


Dec. 1-2—Tri-State Packers 
nual Convention, — — Hata, 
Philadelphia 


Dec. 4-5-—New York pad 
Association, 
Hotei Beatles Bi * 
Dee, . Food P 
25th Annual Convention and 
Supply 122 „ Royal York Hotel, Toronto 


Radisson, Minneapolis 

Preservers Association, 

Dee. Fos Food Sales Conference, Na- 


*. Illinois Canners Association, Can- 
Urbana * 


Fruit and Veewtable Sample Cuitines, 


Hotel, San Francisco 
Jan. 19-21—Northwest Canners and 
Association, 


Freezers 
„ §rd Annual Convention, Mult- 
nomah Hotel, Portland, Ore. 


Jan. 26-28—National Institutional Wholesale 


rocers Association, Annual Convention, Am- 
baader Hotel, Los’ A — 


ictoria, B 
20-21—National Red Institute, 
iy Meeting, Sheraton Chicago 


— CaNNERS ASSOCIATION 
a n Asso- 


March 1-5—National 
An Con 
— 


Pa.; Bridgeport, New Britain, and 
Waterbury, Conn.; Fall River, Mass.; 
Providence, R. I.; Wheeling, W. Va. 
and Steubenville, Ohio. 

Major areas in which unemployment 
increased substantially to September 
were San Bernardino-Riverside-On- 
tario, Calif., and Binghamton, N. Y. 
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Information Letter 


On the basis of conditions reported 
to the USDA as of October 1, the 
prospective tonnage of eight impor- 
tant vegetables for processing ex- 
ceeds last year’s aggregate tonnage 
by 10 percent and is 19 percent above 
average. 

Prospects declined about 2 percent 
during September, and the total out- 
put of processing vegetables indicated 
on October 1 is 6.85 million tons, com- 
pared with the 1957 total of 6.23 mil- 
lion tons and the 1947-56 average of 
5.76 million tons. 

The eight crops for which estimates 
are available usually account for 92 
percent of the total tonnage proc- 
essed, USDA said. 


1958 Per- 

Inde owt 

Crop 1057 cated change 

from 

(tons) (tone) 

Beans, green lima 02,000 0,600 +2 
Beans, map 350,800 368,100 + 2 
163,600 145,500 —11 
Cabbage, contract 100,100 133,300 +22 
Corn, sweet........ 1,614,800 1,326,000 —12 
Peas, green......... 557,700 453,000 —19 
Spinach, w. & 8. 120,300 95,000 — 21 
Tomatoes.......... 314,800 4,236,800 +28 


Green LIMA BEANS 


Lima bean production for canning 
and freezing is placed at 94,560 tons, 
about 2 percent more than last year 
and about 5 percent above average. 
Yield prospects on October 1 indi- 
cated a yield of 2,108 pounds of 
shelled limas compared with 2,044 
pounds obtained in 1957 and the 
average of 1,770 pounds. The yield 
in California is indicated at 3,200 
pounds compared with 3,050 pounds 
last year. 


10-year 1068 Por- 

ave. Indi- cont 
State 1047-56 197 cated 

rom 

(tone) (tons) (tene) 1987 

N. V. 2.300 1,520 1,200 —21 
—— 2.900 1,550 1,570 +1 
1,500 730 7 
5,100 5,400 3,680 —33 
„eee 15,000 10,470 13.000 +24 
3.100 1,830 2,500 +42 
2,800 1,500 1,10 —27 
1,200 1,100 1,170 +6 
32,000 000 44,480 —2 
Other states! 23,700 22.800 4.000 +9 
U. 8. Total 80,700 02,660 94,60 +2 

Ark., 


by Supply-Demand Situation for Canned and Frozen Peas 
—Indicated Production 


Canners’ shipments of canned peas 
during the last four years have aver- 
aged almost 90 percent of the total 
supply of canned peas, while ship- 
ments of frozen peas during this pe- 
riod have been about 65 percent of the 
total supply of frozen peas, according 
to an analysis by the N.C.A. Divi- 
sion of Statistics. 


The total supply of canned and 
frozen peas available for shipment 
during the 1958-59 marketing season 
is a record total of 1.5 billion pounds 
net weight. Of this total canned peas 
account for 64 percent. 


During the previous four years, 
1954-57, canned peas accounted for 
an average of 71% percent of the 
total supply. As a percentage of the 
total pack, however, canned peas have 
accounted for 77 to 78 percent except 
in 1956 when canned peas represented 
oniy 71 percent of the total pack. 

The consistently superior perform- 
ance in the marketing of canned peas 
in contrast to frozen peas is reflected 
in the proportion of the carryover on 
June 1 for the two types of product. 
Although canned peas have accounted, 
on the average, for more than three- 
fourths of the pack during the last 
five years, only 44 percent of the 
peas unshipped at the end of the 
season have been canned peas. When 
shipments during each of the pre- 
vious four seasons are expressed as a 


percentage of total supply for each 
year, the following figures are ob- 
tained for frozen and canned peas: 


Season Frosen Canned 
(percent of supply shipped) 
1084-88........ 
1055-56... 2 wt 
ol 
70 


In the following table is a flve-year 


summary of carryover, pack, supply, 
and shipments: 


(millions of 

1054-55 
June Stocks... 116 199 
207 720 927 
Total supply......... 200 8 1.120 
212 785 w7 

1055-56 
June | stocks......... 78 51 129 
231 8 1.001 
Total supply......... 40 1.180 
103 810 1.012 

1956 37 
June 1 stocks......... 116 32 168 
400 885 1.245 
Total supply......... 476 O37 1.413 
202 (11,182 

1057-58 
June 1 stocks......... 181 7 281 
206 wo 1,286 
Total supply......... 480 1.0% 1.807 
Shipment 311 901 1.172 

1958-50 
June 1 stocks......... 109 226 405 
251 1.116 
Total supply......... 420 1.001 1,611 


Beets FoR CANNING 

October 1 indications pointed to a 
total of 145,500 tons of beets for can- 
ning, about 10 percent more than was 
indicated a month earlier, but about 
11 percent less than the 1957 pro- 
duction of 163,600 tons and about 
equal to the average of 144,600 tons 
for the preceding 10-year period. 


The indicated yield, at 9.2 tons, was 
below last year’s 9.5 tons but above 
the average of 8.4 tons. 


10-year 1958 Por- 

ave. Indi- cent 
State 167-56 1057 cated 

rom 

(tone) (tons) = (tone) 1087 

. 39,400 51,000 41,000 —21 
6,800 3,800 6.000 +14 
ee 56,600 58,100 53,200 —8 
18,500 23,800 19,600 —18 
Other states . 24,000 25,100 +5 
U. 8. Total. 144,600 163,600 145,500 —11 


' Calif., Colo., Del., III., Ind., La., Maine, Md., 


Mina., N. J., Ohio, Okla., Pa., Tenn., Texas, Utah 
Wash., and Wyo. 


CABBAGE FOR KRAUT 

Production of cabbage under con- 
tract to kraut packers was forecast 
as of October 1 at 133,300 tons, ex- 
ceeding last year’s contract produc- 
tion of 109,100 tons by about 22 per- 
cent and topping the preceding 10- 
year average of 98,900 tons by about 
35 percent. 

Yield prospects improved during 
September by 1.5 tons in Wisconsin 
and 1 ton in Indiana, and on October 
1 the yield on contract acreage for 
the U. S. was indicated at 16.4 tons 
compared with 15.3 tons in 1957 and 
the 1947-56 average of 11.4 tons. 

Total cabbage production in the 
early fall states is forecast at 497,500 
tons, 16 percent more than last year’s 
production but 2 percent below the 
10-year average. 

Last year kraut packers purchased 
61,300 tons or 36 percent of their total 
supplies on the open market. The 10- 
year average open market purchases 
amount to 92,000 tons or 48 percent 
of the total supplies of kraut. 
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1958 1958 Por- 

Produc- Indi- 
State tion 1057 ~—s cated change 
(tons) (tone) (tone) 1057 
N. v. 63,000 24,800 32. 00 +30 
Ohio. 17.000 17.00 24.00 +39 
8.800 8,800 11,200 +28 
e 43.400 25,000 31,500 +23 
Other states“! +5 


— 


packers on own or leased land, acreage grown 
contract with growers, and equivalent acreage for 


contracted 
*Colo., Fla., Idaho, III., Towa, Md., Mich., 
Tenn. 


Minn., Mo., N. J., N. C., Ore., Pu., 
Utah, Va., and Wash. 


Sweet CoRN FOR PROCESSING 


A total of 1,326,600 tons of sweet 
corn was indicated as of October 1 
for canning and freezing, about 12 
percent less than the 1957 production 
and slightly under the 1947-56 aver- 
age. 

Weather conditions were reported 
favorable for the late crop in the New 
England states, New York, Iowa, and 
Wisconsin. Improved yield prospects 
in those states slightly more than off- 
set the less favorable conditions re- 
ported from several other important 
producing states. 

The October 1 indicated yield of 
sweet corn for processing was 3.42 
tons per acre compared with 3.46 
tons obtained in 1957 and the 10-year 
average of 3.00 tons. 


10-year 1958 Por- 

ave. Indi- cent 

State 1047-56 1957 cated change 
(tona) (tona) (tone) 1957 

Maine... 23.600 2. 000 18.600 —41 
4,900 74,700 “3,000 —16 
28. 700 21.8 40,700 +41 
Ohio..... 34,400 16,100 14.8 —8 
000 41,200 37,300 
102,700 213,00 180,200 — 16 
276,800 4330.80 285.000 — 109 
Minn. 270,700 301, 00 264,400 —21 
lowa... 67,700 4,400 33,300 —48 
Del... 12,300 9,100 14,700 +62 
80,700 41,800 86,400 +107 
Idaho... . 42,300 61,000 “8.000 +3 
Wash... 61,500 87.400 6,700 
Ore... .. 58. 00 80,800 70,500 

Other 
„taten“. 65.000 400 74,400 +11 
U. 8. 

Total. 1,383,700 1,514,800 1,326,000 —12 


—— — 


Calif., (le., La., Mioh., Mont, Nebr., 
N. H., N. J., Okla., S. D., Tenn, Texas, Utah, V.., 
Va., and Wyo, 


TOMATOES FOR PROCESSING 
A total of 4,288,800 tons of toma- 
toes is indicated for canning and the 
man of tomato products, This 
is about 28 percent more than the 
8,314,840 tons harvested in 1957 and 
compares with the 10-year average 
of 3,289,800 tons. 
Prospects declined about 3 percent 
during September. Yields for Cali- 
fornia and Indiana indicated on Octo- 
ber 1 were a ton less than were ex- 
2 in September. Slightly less 
avorable prospects were reported for 
the Ozarks, Kentucky, and Wisconsin. 
Yield prospects improved toward the 
end of the harvesting season in Colo- 
rado, Utah, Iowa, Michigan, Mary- 
land, New York, and Pennsylvania. 
The October 1 indicated yield for 


10-year 1958 Por- 

ave. Indi- cent 
State 1047-56 1957 cated 
(tons) (tons) (tons) 1057 

N. Y. 156,300 118,800 118,800 .... 
N. J... 228,800 172,200 268,800 +56 
. 172,500 112,800 220,500 +05 
Ohio. . 186,800 176,000 241,500 +37 
311,400 200,800 201,500 —4 
„ 94. 200 97,200 140,000 +44 
Mich.... 58.700 73,800 88,000 +19 
.. . 8,800 5,300 7,500 +42 
Iowa. 9,700 10,700 15,800 +48 
Me.. 9,200 2,700 4,500 +67 
4. 000 20,600 41,800 +41 
Md. 147, %% 632.800 124,000 +136 
. — 6. 300 38,200 61,500 +61 
C. 2,900 3,600 3.400 
Fla. 30,000 36,000 35,000 —3 
| 6,100 4,400 4,400 .... 
12,900 6,000 5.800 —3 
Texas... 43,000 32,300 64,000 +098 
+ ‘ 25,200 21,600 21,800 +1 
Utah. 75,900 70,200 14,000 —80 
Calif..... 1,580,000 2, 020,600 2,537,500 +26 

Other 
states’. 18.300 19.040 18.700 —5 
. 8. 

Total. 3,280,800 3.314.840 4,238,800 +28 
of estimates by seasonal groups, Alu., 
Arts., Conn., Idaho, Kans., La., Minn., Miss, 


John Shafer of Hawaiian Pineapple 
Co., Ltd., was elected president of the 
Quartermaster Association at its an- 
nual convention in Philadelphia last 


Alfred J. Stokely of Stokely-Van 
Camp, Inc., continues in office as one 
of six industry 


vice presidents. 


Pack of Canned Meat 


The quantity of meat canned and 
meat products processed under fed- 
eral inspection during the month of 
September has been reported by the 
Agricultural Marketing Service of 
USDA at 187,837,000 pounds, includ- 
ing quantities for defense. 


CANNED MEAT AND Mar PrRopuctTs 
PROCESSED 


(thousands of pounds) 


Luncheon ment 11.410 10,211 21,621 
Canned hams. 2 20,386 
439 3.814 6,253 
Chili con eurne......... 805 15,0388 16,743 

of 285 4,241 4,526 


22 


277 
Sliced, dried beef........ 2067 201 
Chopped bell. 900 900 
eee 200 7.718 7,014 
Spaghetti meat products 345 6,746 7.001 
Tongue (not pickled) of BA 138 
Vinegar 787 1,065 1,852 
Hamburger............. 2, 2,776 
ee 1,505 12,161 13,666 
Sausage in oll. 1 972 
330 
239 
Loins pionics....... 1,038 253 2,191 
All other products 20% 

or more meat. 338 4,571 4,910 
All other products less 

than 20% meat (except 

971 14,159 15,130 
Total all productos 40,413 05,175 135,588 


Columns do not add to totals shown in all cases 
since rounded figures are used. Amounts packed 
for defense are not included in these items. Total 
production, including quantities for defense agen- 
cies, was 137,837 thousand pounds. 


RSP Cherry Stocks 


The first report of the current sea- 
son on movement of canned RSP cher- 
ries has been issued by the N. C. A. 
Division of Statistics, and detailed 
summaries of the stock and shipment 
situation have been mailed to all RSP 
cherry packers. 


1967-58 1958-59 
(actual cases) 
Carryover, July 1........ 200,845 1 
8,604,022 2,746,314 
Total 3,804,867 2.880.910 
Stocks, Oct. 1,809,891 
Shipments, I-Oet. 1. 961,019 


Domestic Sugar Quotas 


USDA on October 14 announced an- 
other increase in its estimate of do- 
mestic sugar requirements and raised 
the sugar consumption quotas for 
1958 from 9.1 to 9.2 million tons. 


— 
Fru 
Total production includes tonnage obtained SPECTION, SEPTEMBER, 1958 
from contract acreage (footnote 2) and tonnage 
purchased on the open market. 3 Lbs. Under 
*Contract acreage includes acreage grown by & over 3 Lbs. Total 
— 
and wieners id oe 
the U. S. was 12.4 tons per acre, 2 — 000 — 
which compares with 10.9 tons ob- Other potted and deviled 
tained in 1957 and the 1947-56 aver- 
Nebr., N. II., N. C., Okla, Ore., Tenn., Wash., 
and W. Va. 
Canner Elected by QM Assn. 


Information Letter 


Personnel of the Raw Products 
arch Bureau were active during 
the summer months of July, Augen 
and September in following research 
programs in vegetables and fruits at 
a number of Experiment Stations 
throughout the country. During these 
travels a general survey of canning 
made and several meetings on 
— and fruit problems were 

8 nded. 


VEGETABLE CROPs 

The Raw Products staff visited with 
Experiment Station research person- 
nel in California, Indiana, Ohio, New 
York, New Jersey, and Maryland to 
review with them their progress in 
tomato breeding, particularly with 
reference to the development ‘Of new 
varieties with disease and crack re- 
sistance, dwarf- type tomatoes for me- 
chanical harvesting, and varieties 
with improved internal fruit char- 
acters such as color, pH, and titrata- 
ble acidity. A special ‘meeting was 
held at the New Jersey Agricultural 
= — Station with the Director 
riment Station Tomato Re- 

ly ommittee to review their en- 
tire research program on tomatoes. 
They asked for and received sugges- 
tions pertaining to their future pro- 
grams from Bureau personnel and 
— of the canning indus- 


Durin travels through tomato 
areas it ame evident that bacterial 
— was more severe this season 
than in previous years. Research 
workers acknowledged that adequate 
78 on the cause and control 
of this disease was lacking. Through 
efforts of the Bureau personnel, 
USDA workers initiated a research 
— to gain fundamental infor- 
tion on bacterial spot of tomatoes. 

Bureau personnel continued to fol- 
low the progress in breeding snap 
beans, both bush and pole, in Ore- 
Ron, and bush beans in New York. 

he staff carefully followed studies 
being conducted in Oregon, Wash- 
ington, Wisconsin, New York, and 
Maryland on quality as influenced 
by varieties, irri ~+ fertilization 
and different methods of f mechanical 
harvesting and raw product handling. 

Progress in the control of insects, 
diseases and nematodes, particularly 
with relation to canning crops, was 
also thoroughly discussed at the Ex- 
periment Stations visited during the 
summer months. 

A carrot breeders’ conference held 
at se State University was at- 
tended lant breeders from Cali- 
fornia, Mie o, Wisconsin, Michigan, 
New York, and the USDA. This very 
active cooperative group is working 
on the development of improved in- 
bred lines and F. hybrid carrots. The 


REPORTS ON ASSOCIATION ACTIVITIES 
Raw Products Research Bureau 


N. C. A. Raw Products Technical Advis- 
Committee was invited to attend 
this conference to see the performance 
of various inbred lines and hybrids in 
the field and to present to the group 
the needs of the canning industry. 
Eight industry re 8 were 
at this meeting and the plant breeders 
appreciated suggestions and 
opinions. 
pate obtained from a special on. 
vey of all pea canners were compiled 
and the results will be studied thor- 
oughly by the Special Pea Committee 
before a final report is sent to N.C.A. 
pea canners. 


Fruit Crops 

At the Pear Decline Research Ad- 
visory Committee meeting held in the 
State of Washington, which was at- 
tended by the w Products staff, 
progress reports on projects being 
carried on by various departments in 
the Washington Agricultural Experi- 
ment Stations and USDA were made 
by research personnel. Canning in- 
dustry members had an opportunity 
to visit experimental plots where in- 
vestigations were being carried on to 
evaluate the influence of rootstocks, 
nutrition, and applied chemicals on 
pear growth. 

The Raw Pretestp staff held discus- 
sions with research workers at the 
California, —— Indiana, and 
New Jersey Experiment Stations and 
the USDA with regard to their breed- 
ing and improvement work on apri- 


Ar- 
some of 
the fruit breeders to have samples of 
their more advanced selections canned 


cots, peaches, pears, gad a 
rangements were made wi 


for evaluation by TAC Fruit 
Committee at a meeting this winter. 


SCIENTIFIC MEETINGS 

The staff of the Bureau attended 
meetings of the American Institute of 
Biological Sciences in Bloomington 
Ind., in late August. This provided 
an opportunity for meetings and dis- 
cussions with a large number of horti- 
culturists, plant pathologists, and 
plant physiologi sts from all sections 
of the country, and to discuss with 

m in some detail their research 
work on canning crops. 


MosILe RADIO 

Since July the staff has participated 
actively in open meetings and on com- 
mittees responsible for the formation 
of an organizaton to carry out re- 
quirements of the new FCC rules with 
regard to frequency coordination in 
the Special Industrial Radio Service. 
Raw Products personnel assisted in 
the preparation of a constitution and 

by-laws, dues ey budget, and 
byte phases of he revision of t 
existing n Industrial Radio 
Service Association. N. C. A. members 
licensed in Special Industrial Radio 
were kept informed on these matters 
through the INFORMATION LETTER and 
special mailings. N.C.A. will become 
a member of the revised S. I. R. S. A. 
which will have the responsibility for 
frequency coordination. The N.C.A. 
will become a member in order to 
rotect the interests of the canning 
utilizing two-way mobile 
radios in 
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